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University of Arizona

Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health

Graduate Certificate in Maternal & Child Health Epidemiology

Questions and Answers
Why a graduate certificate program in MCH Epidemiology for health professionals working with tribal populations.

Populations in isolated Indian Health Service regions and Appalachian counties have disproportionately worse MCH outcomes than national averages. Public health professionals serving these populations have identified the need for training in MCH epidemiology. The University of Arizona and the University of Kentucky will provide a 15-credit graduate certificate.

Who is funding this program?

Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB), Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)

Who are the targets of this training program?

The primary targets of this certificate program are MCH professionals (physicians, nurses, social workers, psychologists, dentists, nutritionists, speech and language pathologists, health educators, physical therapists, occupational therapists, and other public health professionals) that work with MCH populations in USET (United South and Eastern Tribes) service region and in eastern Kentucky. USET population includes 25 federally recognized tribes in over 23 states. Through the grant program, HRSA/MCHB will provide tuition to support the participation of 10 students annually. The program will also be open to MCH professionals nationally and internationally.

How many units will this program be?

15 units

How many courses will be offered?

Six courses (for credits) and a series of non-credit webinars; Core courses are: Introduction to MCH, Basics Principles of Epidemiology, Maternal and Child Health Epidemiology, Project Design, Implementation and Evaluation. 
Elective courses: Evidence-Based Methods in MCH, MCH Information and Data Systems, and Cultural and Linguistic Competence 

Will graduate certificate students be allowed to transfer to the MPH program; can credits be transferred?

The certificate is a stand-alone program that will be delivered entirely online, via the internet. Students interested in 
transitioning to the Master of Public Health (MPH) degree program will submit an application to the MPH program through 
SOPHAS. They will be considered for admission into the MPH program along with other candidates applying for admission.

Credits from all courses will, if the student’s performance is consistent with admission requirements, be allowed to transfer 
to the MPH degree program at the discretion of the MPH concentration.

Can credits be transferred to the MPH program?

Students will obtain graduate credits. These credits may be transferred to a graduate program, but that decision will be based on the graduate program’s requirements and at the discretion of the program administrators.
Who are collaborating on the program?

Ricky Elliott, Assistant Administrator, Public Health Area 9 Brewton, AL.
Bertie Kaye Salyer, Magoffin county Health Dept, Kentucky.
Steve Wyatt, Dean University of Kentucky College of Public Health

Baretta Casey, MD. Director, UK Center for Excellent in Rural Health, Hazard, KY. (Eastern Kentucky - Appalachian 
Region).
Judy Thierry, DO, MPH. MCH Program Coordinator - Indian Health Service.
Christina Compher, MHS. Tribal Epidemiology Center - United South and Eastern Tribes.

Arelene S. Mack, BBA, MSHS, Special Health Projects Coordinator, Poarch Band of Creek Indians Health Dept, AL.

Ruth Ann Shepherd, MD. Director of Maternal and Child Health, Kentucky Department for Public Health Appalachian 
Region).
National Indian Health Board and Area Health Boards.
